
Overview for Grade 3 Unit 4, Once Upon a Time: Adapting and Writing Fairy Tales
Session/Minilesson Conferring and Small-Group Work Mid-Workshop Teaching Share

BEND I: Writing in the Footsteps of the Classics
1 Adapting Classic Tales Using Notes as a Tool for Thinking Notes Capture Thinking, Not Just Facts Pooling Knowledge Gleaned from Mentor 

Texts
2 Writing Story Adaptations that Hold Together Wrestling with Cohesion and Story Structure Checking Adaptation Plans Organize Notes to Plan Scenes
3 Storytelling, Planning, and Drafting 

Adaptations of Fairy Tales
Coaching Children to Use Drama for Writing Storytelling Not Summarizing Using Story-Planning Booklets as 

Scene-Planning Booklets
4 Writers Can Story-Tell and Act Out 

as They Draft
Teaching the Balance of Narration, 
Description, and Dialogue

Being a Spelling Fairy Godmother Ending Stories

5 Weaving Narration Through Stories Encouraging Students to Take on 
Challenging Work

Using Narration to Wrap Up a Story Giving Each Other Feedback

6 Mirror, Mirror on the Wall: Assessment 
Using Self-Reflection

Helping Writers Set Personal Goals Studying Other Writers’ Drafts to Add to 
Writing Goals

Preparing to Write Adaptations that Teach 
a Lesson

BEND II: Follow the Path: Adapting Fairy Tales with Independence
7 Goals and Plans Are a Big Deal Using Your Input to Encourage Student 

Ownership
Planning Adaptations with Collaborators’ 
Help

Making Meaningful Changes to Characters, 
Events, and Motivations

8 Telling Stories that Make Readers Shiver Supporting the Transition from Rehearsal to 
Writing

Keeping Deadlines and Plans in Mind Reflect Progress as a Writing Community

9 Revising Early and Often Supporting Children in Writing New Drafts Using Available Tools to Support Revision Work Celebrating Adapted Fairy Tale Refrains
10 When Dialogue Swamps Your Draft, 

Add Actions
Supporting Students Who Struggle with 
Adding Action

Stitching Scenes Together Ensuring Endings Fit the Story

11 Painting a Picture with Words: Revising 
for Language

Revising for Specific Vocabulary Using Alliteration Spelling Words Correctly

12 The Long and Short of It: Editing for 
Sentence Variety

Helping Writers Construct Complex Sentences Finding Examples of Types of Sentences Sharing and Celebrating Powerful Editing

BEND III: Blazing Trails: Writing Original Fairy Tales
13 Collecting Ideas for Original Fairy Tales Supporting Writers Grow Ideas into Plans 

Through Conversation
Adding to the Magic Story Formula: Villains! Helping One Another Work Hard

14 Letter to Teachers: From “This Is a Fairy Tale About” to “Once upon a Time”
15 Tethering Objects to Characters Teach How Small Objects Affect the Story 

in Big Ways
Creating Unity with Recurring Objects Using Summary to Balance Drafts

16 Using Descriptive Language While Drafting Tailoring Your Conferring along 
the Learning Progression

Envisioning Characters’ Actions 
and Especially Reactions

Using Drafts to Notice and Name Evidence 
of Learning

17 Revising the Magic Teaching Students at Each End of 
the Spectrum

Using Mentor Texts to Revise for Magic Weaving Magic into Tales’ Beginnings 
and Endings

18 Revising for Readers Supporting Students Who Struggle 
with Creating Paragraphs

Trying Out Punctuation Using Commas in a Series

19 Letter to Teachers: Editing with an Eye Out for Broken Patterns
20 Letter to Teachers: Happily Ever After: A Fairy Tale Celebration

Common Core State Standards Aligning with Grade 3 Unit 4, 
Once Upon a Time: Adapting and Writing Fairy Tales

Session Writing Standards Reading Standards Speaking & Listening Standards Language Standards

1 W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8 RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3, RL.3.5, RL.3.7, 
RL.3.10, RL.4.1, RL.4.3, RL.4.9

SL.3.1, SL.3.4, SL.3.6 L.3.1, L.3.3, L.3.6

2 W.3.3a, W.3.5, W.3.10, W.4.3.a RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3, RL.3.5, RL.3.10, 
RL.4.2

SL.3.1, SL.3.4, SL.3.6, SL.4.4 L.3.1, L.3.3, L.3.6

3 W.3.3.b, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, 
W.4.3.b,d

RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3, RL.3.5 SL.3.1, SL.3.2, SL.3.4, SL.3.6 L.3.1, L.3.3, L.3.6

4 W.3.3.b,d, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, 
W.4.3.b,e

RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3, RL.3.5 SL.3.1, SL.3.4, SL.3.6 L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3, L.3.6

5 W.3.3.a,b,c,d, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, 
W.4.3.a,b,c,d,e

RL.3.2, RL.3.3, RL.3.4, RL.3.6, RL.3.10 SL.3.1, SL.3.4, SL.3.6 L.3.3.a

6 W.3.3,b,c,d, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, 
W.4.3.a,b,c,d,e

RL.3.1, RL.3.2 SL.3.1a, SL.3.2 L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3, L.3.4, L.3.5a, L.3.6

7 W.3.3, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, W.4.3, 
W.4.4

RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3, RL.3.5, RL.3.6 SL.3.1, SL.3.4, SL.3.6 L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3a, L.4.3.a

8 W.3.3, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, W.4.3.d RL.3.3, RL.3.5 SL.3.1, SL.3.6 L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3a, L.3.6, L.4.3.a

9 W.3.3, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, W.4.3.d RL.3.2 SL.3.1, SL.3.6 L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3, L.4.3

10 W.3.3.b,d, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, 
W.4.3.b,d

RL.3.2, RL.3.4 SL.3.1, SL.3.6 L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.2c, L.3.3, L.4.3

11 W.3.3.b, W.3.5, W.4.3.b,d RL.3.4 SL.3.1, SL.3.6 L.3.1.i, L.3.2f, L.3.5, L.3.6, L.4.5, L.4.6

12 W.3.3.b, W.3.5, W.4.3.b RL.3.1, RFS.3.4 SL.3.1, SL.3.6 L.3.1.h,i, L.3.2, L.4.1.f

13 W.3.3, W.3.5, W.3.10, W.4.3 RL.3.1, RL.3.3 SL.3.1 L.3.1, L.3.2

14 W.3.3, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10 RL.3.3 SL.3.1 L.3.1, L.3.2

15 W.3.3.b, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.4.3.b RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RFS.3.4, RL.4.2 SL.3.1, SL.3.4, SL.3.6 L.3.2.c

16 W.3.3.b, W.3.5, W.3.10, W.4.3.b,d RL.3.1, RL.3.3 SL.3.1 L.3.1.i, L.3.2.c, L.3.3a, L.3.5, L.4.5

17 W.3.3.a,d, W.3.5, W.3.10, W.4.3.a,e RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3 SL.3.1 L.3.3.a, L.4.3

18 W.3.3.b, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.4.3.b,d RFS.3.4 SL.3.1, SL.3.4, SL.3.6 L.3.1.a, L.3.2, L.3.3a, L.4.1.f, L.4.3.b

19 W.3.5 RL.3.2 SL.3.1 L.3.1.e, L.3.1, L.3.2

20 W.3.6 RFS.3.4 SL.3.1, SL.3.4, SL.3.6, SL.4.4 L.3.6

*Bold indicates major emphasis
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